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GREETINGS FROM PRESIDENT BILL 
 

Welcome to the start of another year of learning and fellowship at U3A Waverley, and in 

particular a  big welcome to our new members. May you be happy members for many years. 

We finished last year with 707 members, an increase of 63% since our move to the Hub in 

2011. This year we are offering 60+ courses in excellent accommodation, under the one roof. 
 

Parking is available in two carparks, one to the east of the building and the other on  the 

western side. Although there are no traffic direction signs in this carpark, you are 

requested to travel one-way, keeping to the left. From this car park there is a pathway and 

ramp up to the rear door of the multi-purpose room for your use should the lift be under maintenance.  
 

Last year we celebrated our 30th Anniversary Year and we have now produced a 30 Year Book recording the 

activities of 2015. Each Tutor will be presented with a copy, and the book can be referenced by all members on 

the web page.  
 

As we all know, U3A Waverley is operated by volunteers. We have a solid core of volunteers who are rostered on 

to staff the office every morning and afternoon. However, there are not enough. To cover the 25 working days in 

February, one volunteer will be working 6 “shifts” and another 4.  Notably there are only 2 male volunteers. So 

this is an appeal to all members (girls and boys) who have the skills and talents to come forward. You will be well 

trained. It is a rewarding experience – you will get to know the hang of U3A and meet lots of members. I suggest 

you have a chat to one of the office staff on duty. 
 

We are also looking for a member with experience in Microsoft Office Publisher to take over the production of 

the monthly Newsletter when our regular Editor is on leave. So, again, anyone who would like to be involved in this 

rewarding work, please let me know. 
 

The new online Membership enrolment system has proved itself to be a real wiz. By the end of 2015, 494 

members had enrolled. Office staff will provide enrolment assistance to those unfamiliar with computers. 
 

This year the Annual General Meeting of U3A Waverley Inc. will be held on Tuesday, 22 March at 11am, 

followed by a light luncheon. This is the opportunity for all members to show support for the Committee and to 

meet fellow members. Official notice of the Meeting will be sent out shortly.   

                                                                                                 All the best for 2016.  

W 
elcome back everyone and a very warm 

welcome to our new members and our new 

tutors. Some of the new tutors are totally new to 

the concept of U3A while others are new to our 

branch. We also have members who have stepped up 

to become tutors or coordinators of classes which 

we really appreciate. I am sure members and tutors 

will have a wonderful and productive year together. 

Just an added note,  tutors, it is not necessary to 
enrol in your own class, doing so only prevents a 
member from taking up that position. 

Wendy Verplak - Course Coordinator 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We  would like some new volunteers to work in 

our U3A Office, This is a great way for you to 

contribute to your U3A which is dependent on 

volunteers to run successfully. 

Days assistance is most needed are Monday 

afternoon, Tuesday morning and Friday 

morning.  Training is given until you are 

comfortable working on your own.  Both male and 

female volunteers are most welcome.  Volunteers 

for other days would also be welcome. Enquiries 

phone Jan Delaney on 9807 4861, or leave your 

details at the office. 



 

Submitting Apologies 
If, for any reason, members are unable to attend a class, could you please TELEPHONE through your apology to 

the office.  The office volunteer will then record your absence in the attendance record and advise your tutor.  

The U3A email is accessed ONLY by the Secretary and not by the office volunteers. Therefore, apologies 

submitted by email may not reach your tutor for some days  after. When going on holiday or an extended break 

from class, please make sure an apology is recorded for each course that you attend.  This will avoid your mobile 

wakening you at some ungodly hour if you are overseas!  Often tutors need to cancel a class at short notice and 

the office volunteer is asked to advise each class member. Many thanks for your co-operation. 

Brenda Hateley, Secretary 

History  of the Blues Course 
Starts 2nd Feb. 11.45 - 1.30pm  

Tuesdays 1st, 3rd, 5th weeks  
This is a 16 part course covered fortnightly 

(previously presented at U3A 

Dandenong where it was a 

great success). It follows the 

development of Blues music 

from the chants of negro 

slaves on the cotton and 

tobacco plantations to the 

street corners, barrel houses and eventually 

recording studios as it spread across America and 

eventually the world. Musicians developed individual 

guitar styles and tunings, piano blues, harmonica 

blues, and eventually evolved from single performers 

into groups of musicians. All of this music is 

presented in the course from historical recordings. 

Comprehensive notes are provided each week to 

compliment the artist/music being discussed. From 

time to time a professional blues singer/guitarist will 

perform some live music, and will explain the guitar 

techniques used by these blues men and women. 

Come and join us mid mornings on the first, third & 

fifth Tuesdays of the month in a journey spanning 

over 80 years, and find out how the music we grew up 

with developed all those years ago on plantations and 

street corners.      Rob Wood – Tutor 

Ideas Worth Sharing 
 

10-11.30am on the 2nd & 4th Fridays  
1 A 

12 Feburary 

Australia and Gold 

26 February 

Discoveries by the Kepler Space  Telescope 

 11 March 

 Spanish Flu and other Pandemics 

22 April 

What next for the Internet. 

Plus some music, dance and novelty acts. 

The ideas come from the internet, mostly the TED 
series of short talks, aided by our conversation and 

life experience. Bring an open mind.  David Harding. 

Greek for Beginners 
Starts 4th Feb-Thursdays 3-4.30pm 

Are you third or fourth generation 

Greek, have neighbours who are 

Greek, planning to travel or just 

interested in brain exercise then 

this may be for you. The class is for 

those who have very little or no 

prior knowledge of the language. We 

will be doing reading,  writing, and 

speaking while having lots of fun.  

Term Starts Ends Public Holidays 

1 1 Feb 24 March Labour Day 14 March 

2 11 April 24 June Anzac Day 25 April 

Queen’s Birthday 13 June 

3 11 July 16 Sept  

4 3 Oct 25 Nov Grand Final Eve TBA 

Mel. Cup 31 Oct & 1 Nov. 

OPERATIONAL DATES 2016 Vale Peter Krastev 
Peter Krastev, Tutor of the 

Monday morning Drawing and 

Sketching class, died on Thursday 

21 January, aged 92. As he was all 

set to take on the role again this 

year, his death has created a gap 

which will be difficult to fill. We 

acknowledge Peter’s long 

commitment to U3A Waverley and his students since 

2007. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife 

Nancy and family. 

Vale Rae Headley 
Rae, a talented artist and much loved 

member of the Acrylic Painting and Creative Writing 

classes, passed away on 13 January after months of 

debilitating illness and pain. She will be sadly missed. 


