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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Our Annual General Meeting, which we held on 22 March, was once more well attended. It saw the 
retirement of Bill Burns as both President and a member of the Committee. As long as I have been a 
member of U3A, Bill has held the position of Treasurer or President, both with distinction. We thank Bill 
for these contributions and look forward to his continued participation in our activities. We welcome Dennis 
Atkin on to the Committee joining Christine Archer, Brenda Hately, Kim Lai, Pam Murphy, Kevin Delaney, 
Geoff Fitzpatrick, Wendy Verplak, Robert Taylor and myself. Our immediate challenge is to work with City 
of Monash to complete a number of outstanding items. These include road markings for the Batesford Road 
car park to direct one way flow of traffic, the installation of the “stair chair” and the replacement of the 
lift. The latter, which is most important, will take time and planning and I will endeavour to keep you 
advised as to progress, but speaking as a former project manager, I know sometimes real progress is not 
always visible. 
 

Speaking of progress, the new AV system in the multipurpose room is operable. Robert Taylor and Bruce 
Brown have been providing instructions and support to tutors who use this equipment. Like all of this 
equipment in any room we ask you to follow the instructions carefully as incorrect assembly may damage 
the equipment. 
 

Earlier in March, I attended the U3A Network Victoria AGM. The three new U3A groups of Moreland, 
Corangamite and Wheelers Hill were welcomed to the Network. For anyone who is interested a copy of the 
Network Annual Report 2015 is in the office. Network has asked our assistance to obtain a better profile 
of U3A members as compared to the general seniors population. The survey is a general (and confidential) 
questionnaire. We have asked Network if the survey is in a form where it can be distributed through the 
SMMS and the completed questionnaires be returned directly to Network. We do not have the resources 
to print and mail hard copies to each of our members. If we are able to distribute by E-mail members who 
have provided us with E-mail addresses will receive the survey via the internet. If you receive an E-mail 
through our system we ask that you open it as soon as possible as this will assist our mailing process. 
Participation in the survey is at each member’s option. For members who have not provided E-mail 
addresses and wish to participate in the survey, a limited number of hard copies will be available at the 
office. More copies will be produced if required. We will advise you if we are able to proceed with the 
survey. We look forward to another interesting year. 

Term Starts Ends Public Holidays 

2 11 April 24 June Anzac Day 25 April & 

Queen’s BD 13 June 

3 11 July 16 Sept  

4 3 Oct 25 Nov Mel. Cup 31 Oct & 1 Nov.    

OPERATIONAL DATES 2016 
DDDD 

id you know why the tea & coffee 

we enjoy, and all the other kitchen 

supplies, never run out? This is because one of 

our members has been doing this job for many 

years. A special 'thank you' to Jocelyn Hull for 

ensuring that we are well catered for in the 

kitchen. 

30th Anniversary Booklet 
The 30th Anniversary Booklet has been handed out to all tutors. 
If you were a tutor last year and have not received a booklet and would like one, 
please enquire at the office. 
The booklet is also available for viewing on our website www.u3awaverley.org.au 



 

♫ NEW COURSE STARTING ♫  
How Music & Mathematics Relate 

Commencing September 2nd - 9.30 to 11.30am 
1st and 3rd Fridays -Tutor Robert Taylor 

 

Using a DVD lecture series as a base, 
participants will examine how music and 
mathematics are connected in fundamental 
ways. Both involve patterns, structures, and 
relationships. Both generate ideas of great 
beauty and elegance. Music is a fertile testing 
ground for mathematical principles, while 
mathematics explains the sounds instruments 
make and how composers put those sounds 
together. Moreover, the practitioners of both 
share many qualities, including abstract 
thinking, creativity, and intense focus. 
 

Understanding the connections between music 
and mathematics helps you appreciate both, 
even if you have no special ability in either field 
-from knowing the mathematics behind tuning 
an instrument to understanding the features 
that define your favourite pieces. By exploring 
the mathematics of music, you also learn why 
non-Western music sounds so different, gain 
insight into the technology of modern sound 
reproduction, and start to hear the world 
around you in exciting new ways. 

 

Topics include: 
Overtones- Symphony in a single note 
Timbre – Why each instrument sounds 
different 
Pitch and auditory illusions 
Scales and how compositions evolved from 
them. 
Rhythm – from numbers to patterns 
Composing with maths – From Classical to  
Avant-garde 
The Digital Delivery of Music 
Maths Music and the Mind. 

New Audio Visual Facilities  
In the Multipurpose Room 

  

At the request of U3A Waverley Monash City 
Council has installed a full range of audio-visual 
facilities in the multipurpose room.  The system 
will enable a user to play a wide range of audio 
and visual formats through a multi-format blu-ray 
player; connect a laptop (with either HDMI or 
VGA output) into the system or connect a range 
of audio or video players 

  

In addition the system comes equipped with 
remote hand-held and lapel microphones. 

  

Connecting cables are in a tray in the cupboard 
where the equipment is housed (cupboard closest 
to the emergency exit door) and instructions for 
use of the system are located near the switches. 

  

Any tutor who wants to use the system is invited 
to contact either Bruce Brown or Robert Taylor 
and arrange for one of them to give a brief 
introduction to using the system for their 
particular needs.                             Robert 

Exploring Science & Technology 
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am   

12 April 
1. What’s in the Pipeline -David Kemp 
2. Continued 
19 April 
1. Uranium -The Rock that became a 

Bomb -DVD 
2. Engineering before the digital age  
      -Ian Jackson  
26 April 
1.  Topic to be Advised  -  Phil Bock 
2.   Continued 

NEW COURSES 
Digital Photography 

Commencing Tuesday 26 April  

9.30 to 12.00pm with Rubin Millar 

Examining the basics of photography and how the 

camera works. We will work as a group, and 

individually, intake a series of assignments, 

download our pictures onto a computer, learn to 

enhance and print into photobooks. 
 

Advanced Image Manipulation in Gimp 
Commencing Friday 29 April  

9.30 to 12.30pm with Rubin Millar. 

A step on from basics. Refine your knowledge of 

selections to make unbelievable changes to 

localised areas of your images. 
 

S C R A B B L E  

Commences Thursday 14 April, 1pm-2.45pm 

It will run on 2nd and 4th weeks of the month. 

Our U3A Tables 
Last term, tables became a problem in rooms 
on a scale we haven’t seen before. Many 
classes either had too many or not enough. 
Whatever the case, please try and plan 
ahead so that other classes are not 
inconvenienced. This may mean appointing 
table monitors or coming to an arrangement 
with a previous class to help move tables. 
What is not acceptable is for other classes to 
be interrupted. Consider their time and plan 
ahead.         Thank-you.      Wendy Verplak 

Advance Care Planning 
Coming on the 16 May - at 1.15pm, A Volunteer 
Ambassador from Austin Health to speak about 
"The What, Why & How of advance care planning.” 


