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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Last month I advised that U3A Network had asked us to have our membership participate in a Network Survey. The 
questionnaire they have prepared requires participants to print the form, complete the questionnaire and then mail it 
to Network. We found this process to be onerous for the participants and have asked Network to provide the 
questionnaire in a form that it may be completed and returned to Network online. I will advise you of what happens. 
 
At the beginning of the second semester a number of members found that their names were not on the attendance 
sheets. A review of the attendance sheets was conducted for each class in order that those on waiting lists could be 
moved into classes where people who had enrolled in classes and had chosen not to continue. Members who had 
forwarded apologies when unable to attend were not impacted. Reactions from some members highlighted that a 
number of attendees were not registering their attendance on the class sheets. This is a concern to us all because the 
attendance sheets also serve as a check list in the instance of an emergency evacuation to ensure those present have 
safely made it to the emergency assembly point. This is an important part of our compliance with the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act, so I ask all members to ensure that your attendance is recorded at each class. Also as a 
matter of courtesy to your Tutor please phone the office to have your apology for not being able to attend if you 
have not been able to advise it earlier. 
 
After last month’s newsletter someone asked a Tutor “who’s David?”To many members who were unable to attend the 
last few AGMs or our celebrations last year, the only time they would have cited me was when I spoke to each class 
about emergency evacuation procedures at the beginning of 2015 classes. As a result I thought over the next few 
newsletters I would tell you a little about myself under the banner “No David”. No David is a book for preschool 
children written by a David about how his mother responded to his misbehaviour as a child. Our elder daughter (the 
only one of our three kids still in Melbourne) is a kindergarten teacher and tells us that the pre-schoolers love it, so 
much so that she gave our grand daughter (now three) a copy for her third birthday. The catch is that our only grand 
children live in Germany so much of our story telling is by Skype. Like many European children our grand daughter is bi
-lingual. When I was reading No David to her for about the third time, it clicked with her that my name is David. So 
quoting directly she told me “clean up your toys and go to your room”. The banter between us continues. With this 
behind us I thought that could be the banner, however a committee member suggested “Know David” would be more 
appropriate, so from next month on it will be “Know David” 
 
Please remember to sign on before each class. 

DDDD 
id you know That one of our members looks 

after our Lending Library? Pamela McMaster 

ensures that our collection never becomes stale 

by ageing and removing older books to make room 

for newly donated books. The "retired" books are 

then donated to charity shops. A special 'thank 

you' to Pamela for taking on this role. 

When do Your Classes Start? 
If you are in a fortnightly class then classes follow the weeks of the months. The first week back of second 

term was the second week of the month. This will also happen when we return after mid year break, we shall 

be returning on the 11 July which will be the second week of the month. After third term break it will be the 

first week of the month.  

Wanted - Help Required 
Our newsletter editor Lorraine Erenstrom will be 

away for the September and October Issues this 

year and we are therefore searching for someone 

who is experienced in Publisher and could put it 

together for us at those times. Please contact 

Lorraine on erenstrom@optusnet.com.au to 

discuss what is involved. 



 

♫ NEW COURSE STARTING ♫  
How Music & Mathematics Relate 

Commencing September 2nd - 9.30 to 11.30am 
1st and 3rd Fridays -Tutor Robert Taylor 

 

Using a DVD lecture series as a base, participants will 
examine how music and mathematics are connected 
in fundamental ways. Both involve patterns, structures, 
and relationships. Both generate ideas of great beauty 
and elegance. Music is a fertile testing ground for 
mathematical principles, while mathematics explains 
the sounds instruments make and how composers put 
those sounds together. Moreover, the practitioners of 
both share many qualities, including abstract thinking, 
creativity, and intense focus. 
 

Understanding the connections between music and 
mathematics helps you appreciate both, even if you 
have no special ability in either field -from knowing the 
mathematics behind tuning an instrument to 
understanding the features that define your favourite 
pieces. By exploring the mathematics of music, you 
also learn why non-Western music sounds so different, 
gain insight into the technology of modern sound 
reproduction, and start to hear the world around you in 
exciting new ways. 

 

Topics include: 
Overtones- Symphony in a single note 
Timbre – Why each instrument sounds different 
Pitch and auditory illusions 
Scales and how compositions evolved from them. 
Rhythm – from numbers to patterns 
Composing with maths – From Classical to  
Avant-garde 
The Digital Delivery of Music 
Maths Music and the Mind. 

Term Starts Ends Public Holidays 

2 11 April 24 June Queen’s BD 13 June 

3 11 July 16 Sept  

4 3 Oct 25 Nov Mel. Cup 31 Oct & 1 Nov. 

OPERATIONAL DATES 2016 

Exploring Science & Technology 
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am   

3 May 
1. An Update on Hybrid Aircraft - Robert Taylor 
2. The splendour of Australian Birds  -  
  DVD Introduced by Aidan Sudbury 
 

10 May 
1. Is the Age of Coal-Fired Power 

Stations over?  - Brian Graham 
2. London’s Big Clock -Robert Sinclair 
 

17 May 
1. Uranium -The Rock Changed the 

World - DVD 
2. The Splendour of Australian Birds  - DVD 
 

24 May 
1. A Personal History of Early Computing -Nobby Clark 
2. Continued 
 

31 May 
1. Uranium -The Rock in our Future - DVD 
2. My Life at Work - Basia Sudbury & Stan McTighe  

Think about what might happen if you became unable 

to make decisions about the type of medical and 

personal care you wanted.  Who would make these 

decisions for you?  How would they know what you 

wanted?  Advance care planning encourages all of us 

to reflect on our own personal values and attitudes, 

and to inform our family ahead of time, about the 

type of care we would like to receive.  It's about 

conversations with our  family to guide them in 

making those decisions for us when we can't make 

them ourselves. Appointing an Enduring Power of 

Attorney (Medical Treatment) is also part of 

advance care planning. 

This session is being presented by volunteers from 

Austin Health. 

Please put your name down for this informative 

session at the office or online. 

Wendy Verplak - Course Coordinator 

Some Tips about U-mas 
 

U-mas?  "What's that?" you might ask.  It's our on-line 
membership management system (formerly SMMS) 
with a new name. With the arrival of U-mas, U3A 
Waverley is now communicating with members by 
Email, where the member has supplied an Email 
address.  Using Email is fast, free and efficient, and 
saves us an enormous amount of work in folding 
papers and stuffing them in envelopes, not to mention 
hundreds of dollars in postage costs.  However, this 
only works if you open and read your Emails. 
Recently, after we Emailed notices about the Annual 
General Meeting to 537 people who had supplied an 
Email address to us, five weeks later, 220  people 
(42%) had not read their Email.  We won't be 
bombarding you with mail, so please check your inbox 
now and then.  We're depending on you! 
 
Tutors!  Are you enrolled in your own class?  Tutors 
don't need to (and indeed should not) enrol in their 
own class.  Your name is automatically listed as tutor 
on your class attendance list, so you should not be 
enrolled as well.                      Geoff Fitzpatrick 

Advanced Care Planning 
One session only MONDAY 16 MAY  

1.15pm to 3.15pm Room 2 

Ideas Worth Sharing 
The meetings in May have been cancelled because the 
tutor is on holiday. The next meeting of Ideas Worth 
Sharing will on Friday 24th June at 10:00 & will feature 
 

*this day in history 

* how Pixar movies are made 

* refugees then and now 
* growing old disgracefully 

Plus some music and unusual sights 
from unusual angles 


