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Term Starts Ends Public Holidays 

1 Mon.30 Jan Fri 31 Mar Labour Day 13 March 

2 Tues 18 April Fri 30 June Anzac Day 25 April & 

Queen’s BD 12 June 

3 Mon 17 July Fri 22 Sept  

4 Mon 9 Oct Fri 1 Dec Mel Cup 6 & 7 Nov. 

PLEASE NOTE: Easter - Friday 14 April to Monday 17 

April plus Grand Final Day Holiday on 29 September 

all fall within our term breaks. 

OPERATIONAL DATES 2017 

NAME TAGS 
Please remember to collect your 2017 

name tags when you attend your first class 

President’s Report 
 

Greetings to all, and a warm welcome to our new members. I hope you had many pleasant and enjoyable 

experiences across the holiday season. 
  

Our U3A Storeroom. During the break, under the leadership of Robert Taylor, we made a number of changes in the 

store. The key boards now have individual covers and are stored on the shelves and we have placed dedicated class 

equipment in plastic containers (the best that Bunnings could buy), labelled each container and allocated shelf space 

to each. We ask you to keep your class material in that container and return the container to its allocated position 

on the shelf. Do not place loose material on the shelves. It is both untidy and unsafe. The store is for U3A and class 

material only and we are unable to accommodate personal items because of a shortage of space. Tutors, should you 

require more storage space please advise the Committee and we will endeavour to provide it. For all of you who 

enter the store to either take materials to set up a class or return it to store after a class, please consider the needs 

of your fellow members and place material in its correct location. This also applies when returning microphones and 

electrical equipment. Ensure that items which require recharging are set correctly and the recharge light is showing. 

Also store leads and tools so that they will not be damaged or inflict injury on others. 
 

Late last year one of our members received a scald when the lever of an urn was depressed as she leaned back, 

causing the urn to discharge hot water which burned her back. We should be aware of the hazards around us and 

act so as not to expose ourselves to the consequences. Often, when classes break for coffee/tea the kitchen area is 

overcrowded. The situation would be safer if people do not linger in this confined space to have a friendly chat. We 

can do this outside of the kitchen, which in turn will allow others to make their refreshment of choice and join the 

conversation in the adjacent area. Also we plan to place the urns away from the edge of the bench to minimise 

accidental contact. 

 

Another change at the Hub is that City of Monash is providing some additional health care services on the ground 

floor. The greatest impact on our membership will be in the car park, where there will be more vehicle movements, 

many of which will have children as passengers. This will be just one more thing to be aware of when looking for a 

place to park. 
 

Again welcome to U3A Waverley 2017; we look forward to sharing many enjoyable experiences. 

                                                                                                                                      Best wishes 

Thanks to Office Volunteers 
The Committee would like to extend a warm welcome 

to our returning office volunteers. Where would U3A 

Waverley be without you? Thank you for giving up your 

time again to help us run smoothly. Being the visible 

face of an organisation isn’t always an easy task. 
  

The first two weeks of each year are often the busiest, 

enrolling new members, re-enrolling existing 

members, as well as carrying out the many associated 

tasks that go with running an office. So in these first 

couple of weeks, if queues at the office window are 

sometimes a little long, we are confident our members 

will understand - as always.   

                                              Thank you all. 



 

 
 

I hope you all received your welcome back email. Please 

note I have now changed my email address to  

wendyverplak@gmail.com  

The attendance roll is there for a reason. It is to keep 

our members safe in an emergency and therefore must 

be marked off at the beginning of each session and 

taken with you when an emergency arises, so that all 

your class members can be ticked off against it. The 

attendance roll if marked by the tutor, attendance 

monitor or even self-marked by members and checked 

is also a tool in helping to prevent non paying people 

and people coming through the "back door" from 

attending; overcrowding classes and making it unfair for 

those on the waitlist. 

I look forward to seeing you all throughout the year. 

Wendy Verplak- Course Coordinator 

Short Course for MUSIC Lovers 
A happy way to start off the year with the Australian 

string ensemble Flinders Quartet coming to us on 

Monday 20 February for two hours commencing at 

1.15pm. Those from U3A who have already seen them 

or have heard their CDs have been very impressed.  
 

Bookings can be made online or through the office. 

Ideas Worth Sharing  
First Meeting Friday 10th February at 10:30am 

 

This date is the anniversary of Queen Victoria's wedding , 

and also the post war 'New Look", so we will see how 

fashions have changed over the years. Seriously, and 

topically, we will talk about homelessness, and we will 

find out what we need to do to win a Noble Prize.  For 

some light relief, it is also the anniversary of the 

foundation of the YMCA.... I can feel a song coming on!    

We will view material sourced from the Internet which 

allows us to bring interesting talks by Nobel Prize 

Winners , university professors, leading industrialists and 

the like into the U3A.                  David Harding 

Exploring Science & Technology 
 

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am   
 

31 January 
1. Hydrogen Powered Vehicles - Robert Taylor 
2. Acetylene - Ian Jackson 
 

7 February 
1. Engineering Connections - Hong Kong Airport -DVD 
2. Wellcamp, WTB - David Kemp 
3.            

14 February 
1. Maintaining a Healthy Brain  - 

 Helen McPherson 
2. Continued 
 

21 February 
1. My Life at Work - Kevin Foley 
 

28 February 
1. Solid State Electronics - The PN Junction Diode - 

 Bruce Brown 
2. The Three Gorges Dam - Ian Jackson 

Making the Most of the Internet  

For 4 weeks starting Monday 27th Feb at 1pm  
In the first session we will connect to the 

U3A wi-fi, take some photos of each 

other and attempt to video talk to each 

other on Skype or Facetime. We will chat 

about what we want to learn from this 

course, so that we 'Make the Most of the 

Internet', and we will develop a plan for 

the next week to meet our needs. 

If possible please bring your tablet or laptop and learn 

enough to surprise your grandchildren. 

Bill Burns thanks everyone for  

their kind wishes and reports that he is making  

slow progress after his operation last year. He is 

looking forward to catching up with everyone  

at U3A this week. 

A guided historical tour of  
Springvale Botanical Cemetery 

 

Just before Christmas, I did a 

guided historical tour of the 

Melbourne General Cemetery 

conducted by historian Dr 

Celestina Sagazio.  Celestina 

was an excellent guide and 

the tour was absolutely 

fascinating (if you’re interested in that sort of thing!) 

After some discussions with Celestina, I am able to 

offer a “course” of a one day, three hour or so, guided 

historical tour of Springvale Botanical Cemetery.  It is 

entirely free and includes coach pick up at Batesford 

Hub, tour of cemetery (on and off the coach), a 

presentation from the trustees and lunch. 
 

Thursday 13 April.  9.30 am at Batesford Hub.  As 

I said, entirely free.  
 

For more details and enrolment see course 17HIS014, 

enquire at the office, or Email me. 
 

Geoff Fitzpatrick,   geoff3163@gmail.com  

I called an old school friend and asked what was 

he doing. He explained that he is working on 

“Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminum 

and steel under a constrained environment”. I 

was so impressed!  On further enquiry I learnt that he 

was washing dishes with hot water under his wife’s 

supervision. 

☺☺☺☺

TUTORS 


