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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Thanks to the hard work of Geoff Fitzpatrick and Gail Chatziyakoumis our new website is up and
running. I think you will find it easy to navigate through the information and therefore very
informative. We appreciate what Gail and Geoff have done and the results they have achieved.
Our next project is to determine how we can extract more from our U-mass system. At present we
have to manually extract our enrolment data to compile our class lists. This is a long and
demanding process and places a lot of pressure on our Membership Secretary and the enrolment
team. If we can compile the class lists electronically from our enrolments we produce a more
efficient operation which will also allow us to readily determine what classes our new members
enter and for how long our established members choose to re-enroll in classes. This data will help us plan our
programmes, ensure that we are able to accommodate classes in the rooms available and in general determine
how we meet our responsibilities to our members and statute requirements. Why do we do all of this? Simply, to
make your u3a experience as enjoyable and fulfilling as we can.
Outside of our activities, the Member Organizations, led by Network have been looking at the issue of diminishing
contributions made by the State Government, particularly when compared to that made to the “Mens’ Sheds”
activities. You may hear more of this later in the year.

David

Hi! Don’t be the one whose name is deleted
from next term’s class roll - record your
lengthy absences as soon as you can.

Exploring Science & Technology
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am
5 June
1. Australian Railways go to War - Ken Matthews
2. Continued
12 June
1. Westgate Freeway - David Jellie
2. Continued
19 June
1. Our World from Space
- Part 2 DVD
26 June
1. Our World - Brian Graham
2. Perspective - One Eyed Spatial
Vision - Sjef Bervoets

NEW LOOK WEBSITE
Geoff Fitzpatrick and new volunteer Gail Chatziyakoumis
have been hard at work building a new website, which is
now up and running. From the users point of view, the
previous website built was quite satisfactory, but its
“behind the scenes” mechanics were complex and
challenging for the hapless tech-heads responsible for its
maintenance. We often had to pay an outside contractor to
modify it.
The “Click here for member Enrolments” link has been
removed and replaced with “Courses”. This link is available
on the front page through the photo of the guitar group or
on the side panel on every page.
Much of the site (but not the course list) can now be read
in a range of other languages. Look for the “Translate” link
at the bottom of the left panel.
Our feedback to date has been very encouraging, but
suggestions and comments are always welcome.
webmaster@u3awaverley.org.au
OPERATIONAL DATES 2018
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Seniors’ One Liners

☺

People no longer view you as a hypochondriac.
You have a party and the neighbours don't even realise it
Your supply of brain cells is finally down to manageable size.

Term

2
3
4

Ends
16 April
16 July
8 October

29 June
21 Sept
30 Nov

Public Holidays
Queen’s B’day Mon 11 June
Mon 5 & Tues 6 Nov.
Mel Cup Eve & Cup Day

Practical Photography
Practical Photography is a course designed for photo
enthusiasts who have cameras with interchangeable lenses.
Every third class is an excursion with hands on experience.
The first excursion was to Dights falls on the Yarra and last
Monday we were at the Zoo. ( Photo below). The Tutor
David Hutchinson is on the left.

A Reminder
The piece below was spotted in a recent U3A
Alliance Australia bulletin. The writer said that
anyone is free to copy or adapt it to suit their

purpose. We are so fortunate at U3A Waverley
that this reminder isn’t needed - well, hardly ever.
But here it is anyway for anyone who needs to use it
at another voluntary organisation.
The Committee, Tutors, Course Coordinator,
Membership Secretary and Office Staff are all
volunteers. They joined U3A to enjoy themselves,
not because they needed a job. And now they work
here because the work needed doing, not because
they have nothing better to do. They, too, have
medical appointments to keep, grandchildren to
mind, and holidays to take. So before you complain
… have you volunteered for anything lately?
Good volunteers are hard to find. Treat them as
you would like to be treated.

An excerpt from our 2015 “30 year booklet”

Advice of absence from class

Ballroom Dancing

Please remember to notify the office if you cannot attend
your class so that the attendance roll can be updated for
that day. The office is staffed from 9:30am. This is
important as in the unlikely event of a building evacuation,
it is essential to know who should be accounted for.
Also, if you are intending to be absent for a longer period
due to holidays, you need to inform the office so that your
enrolment in class is not terminated and offered to another
member.
Waverley U3A has a policy of offering a place to students on
the waiting list where it appears that a class member may
not return after being absent for three consecutive classes
without an apology. To avoid this happening, please make
sure that you advise your tutor, or the office staff so that
the attendance roll can be noted.
Occasionally, tutors may need to cancel classes due to ill
health or other reasons. They will attempt to advise you in
advance in class when possible, or in the event of illness will
attempt to send a group email to all students in the
class. Please check your emails regularly! Tutors should
also notify the office staff of any students who may not
have email so that they can be advised by telephone.
Ray Newton, Class Co-Ordinator.

Poor old fool,” thought the well-dressed
gentleman as he watched an old man fish in a
puddle outside a pub. So he invited the old man
inside for a drink. As they sipped their whiskeys, the
gentleman thought he’d humour the old man and asked,
“So how many have you caught today?”The old man
replied, “You’re the eighth.”

☺

Mary Cashman has a passion for dance. She has been
the Australian champion in both New Vogue and
Standard styles. She has been dancing both for many
years socially. “I enjoy teaching, especially when I see
new pupils come in with little or no knowledge of
dance, and at the end of their first lesson they are
able to dance at least one dance to music.”
A partner is not required. In fact, dancing is a great
place to meet new people, socialise, and most of all
have fun. There are many health benefits including
weight loss, general fitness, and it is also very good
for the mind. Health experts believe dancing prevents
Alzheimer’s disease later in life. Mary Cashman

